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Order of Worship
Christmas Eve
December 24, 2021
8 p.m.

Preparation
Prelude

Variations on Adeste Fideles

Marcel Dupré

Chiming of the Trinity

Adoration
Lighting of the Advent Candle
One:
All:
		
One:
All:
		
		

Ed and Page Kizer
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.
Those who lived in a land of deep darkness — on them, light has 			
shined.
By the tender mercy of our God, the dawn from on high will break upon us,
to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, 		
to guide our feet into the way of peace.

*Processional Carol No. 133

“O Come, All Ye Faithful”

ADESTE FIDELES

Opening Prayer

The Reverend Robert Galloway

One: Mighty God, Prince of Peace, Everlasting Father:
All:

You came not in majesty but in a manger. You came when it was dark, not the friendly darkness as
when sleep rescues the weary; but the frightening darkness, in which people have lost their hope.
One: You came when it was dark, looking so much like one of us, and yet inviting us to become like you.
All: You came as light, a kind of light we had never seen before, the kind of light that made us aware,
perhaps for the first time, just how dark the darkness had become.
One: You came as light, and the darkness has not overcome it.
All: Mighty God, Prince of Peace, Everlasting Father, swaddled, hungry baby, born for the people who
walk in the dark. We adore you, our light, our life, God’s living word become flesh. Amen.

Anthem

“On Christmas Night” (Sussex Carol)
arr. Philip Ledger
On Christmas night all Christians sing to hear the news the angels bring: news of great joy, news of great mirth, news
of our merciful king’s birth. Then why should all on earth be so sad since our redeemer made us glad, when from our
sin he set us free, all for to gain our liberty? When sin departs before his grace, then life and health come in its place;
angels and all with joy may sing all for to see the king. All out of darkness we have light, which made the angels sing
this night: Glory to God and peace to all, now and forever more. Amen.

Prayer for Illumination
Scripture
Meditation

Luke 2:1-7

The Reverend Pen Peery

*Carol No. 121

“O Little Town of Bethlehem”

ST. LOUIS

Scripture
*Carol No. 113

Luke 2:8-20
“Angels We Have Heard on High”

GLORIA

Meditation

The Reverend Lorenzo Small, Sr.

Anthem

“Mary Had a Baby”
FUPC Praise Team

Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer

The Reverend Anna Dickson
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

Christmas Offering
Roof Above

Offertory Anthem

“Still, Still, Still”
arr. Norman Luboff
Still, still, still one can hear the falling snow. For all is hushed, the world is sleeping. 		
Holy Star, its vigil keeping. Still, still, still one can hear the falling snow. Sleep, sleep,
sleep, ‘tis the eve of our Saviour’s birth. The night is peaceful all around you. Close your
eyes, let sleep surround you. Sleep, sleep, sleep, ‘tis the eve of our Saviour’s birth. Dream,
dream, dream of the joyous day to come. While guardian angels without number watch
you as you sweetly slumber, dream, dream, dream o the joyous day to come.

Prayer of Dedication
Sharing the Light of Christ
*Carol

“Silent Night, Holy Night”
During the final stanza, please lift your candle.

STILLE NACHT

Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright, ‘round yon virgin mother and 		
child! Holy Infant, so tender and mild, sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly
peace.
Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight; glories stream from heaven
afar, heavenly hosts sing “Alleluia: Christ the Savior is born; Christ the Savior is
born!”
Silent night, holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light radiant beams from thy holy
face, with the dawn of redeeming grace, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy
birth.
Silent night, holy night! Wondrous star, lend thy light; with the angels let us sing
Alleluia to our King: Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born.

*Benediction

The Christmas Eve
offering will be collected
for Roof Above. Their
mission is to serve as the
catalyst for systemic change
to end homelessness in our
community.

We are glad you are
worshipping with us
today!
We welcome all to
First Presbyterian Church
as we worship together,
knowing that each of us is a
beloved part of the body of
Christ.

First Presbyterian Church Announcements
First Presbyterian Church Closures
December 27-28, Closed for Christmas Holidays
December 29-30, Church building closed - staff working remotely
December 31, Closed for New Year’s Holiday

Our Pastors
Pendleton B. Peery

Senior Pastor
ppeery@firstpres-charlotte.org

Anna R. Dickson

Associate Pastor for Congregational
Care
adickson@firstpres-charlotte.org

Robert L. Galloway

Associate Pastor for Christian
Formation and Young Adults
rgalloway@firstpres-charlotte.org

Mary Margaret Porter

Parish Associate
mporter@firstpres-charlotte.org

Charles C. Williamson

Parish Associate
cwilliamson@firstpres-charlotte.org

__________
William P. Young, III

Director of Music Ministries

wyoung@firstpres-charlotte.org

Are you interested in
joining our church?
Contact Jane Ives

Membership Coordinator
jives@firstpres-charlotte.org

Pastor on call

If you have a pastoral emergency
outside of regular church hours,
dial 704.927.0256 for the on-call
voicemail. Your call will be
returned promptly.
200 West Trade Street
Charlotte, NC 28202
www.firstpres-charlotte.org
704.332.5123

TEXT GIVING – You can quickly donate to the church through TEXT GIVING. See the
example below.
• Text to 73256
• Content of the text needs to be –
givetofpc followed by a
$ and the dollar amount.
• You will be prompted to enter
your payment information.
• You will receive an email receipt
of payment.

