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CHRISTIAN FORMATION CELEBRATION WEEK 
 

BEGINS TODAY SUNDAY, 

SEPTEMBER 10th 
The Presbyterian Church (USA) planning calendar recognizes a week of Christian 

Formation in churches and faith communities. For 2023, Christian Formation 

Celebration week begins September 10th, the Sunday after Labor Day. Churches 

may choose different weeks or split up some of the celebration over several 

Sundays depending on their church and school calendars. When considering all 

the ways in which formation happens in our faith communities, we can use this 

time to kick-off a new program year for Christian education, commission faith 

formation leaders or start ministries. We encourage you to recognize the 

importance of Christian Formation and your leaders in worship. 
 

United In Faith   United In Love   United In Life 
Rev. Delton Farmer, Pastor 

406 N. College Street ~ Charlotte, NC 28202 

Phone:  704-376-8014 ~ Fax:  704-376-8329 

Email:  secretary@fupcc.org ~ Website:  www.fupcc.org 
 

“Helping Others See Jesus’ Grace In Me” 

 



 

 

 

 

Order of Worship  
15th Sunday after Pentecost 
*Congregation Stands/rise in spirit 

 

 

 

 
 

GATHERING MUSIC        
            
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 

 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP                           

Leader: Hallelujah! Sing to the Lord a new song!  

ALL: This day is God’s gift to us 

Leader: Hallelujah! Sing to the Lord a new song!  

All: God has graciously gathered us together in this place  

Leader: Hallelujah! Sing to the Lord a new song!  

All: God is good and faithful. God is our worthy of our praise  

 

 

 

*OPENING HYMN #105 (AA)                     “Bless The Lord” 
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PRAYER OF PRAISE AND ADORATION (unison) 

May the words of our mouths and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable to you, O Lord.  Day by 

day you guide us; every breath we take is a gift of your mercy.  You strengthen our knees to serve you.  

You lift our hands to give you all praise.  We come before you in the company of sisters and brothers to 

give you the worship due your wonderful name.  May our words be worthy of the trust you place in us 

and our meditations mindful of your benevolent care. Amen.  

 
 

 

INTROIT  #114 (AA)           “Welcome Into This Place”  
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CALL TO CONFESSION 

  

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)  

Merciful God, in Jesus, our risen Lord, we have seen your glory. Yet our sinfulness often blocks out 

the light of Christ. We are quick to accuse and slow to confess. We find faults easily in others while 

ignoring our own shortcomings. We have squandered your gifts. We have turned from your ways. We 

have ignored your Word. Have mercy on us, compassionate God. Pour out your Holy Spirit on our 

sinful lives. Wash us with your love and cleanse us with your grace that day by day we might move 

closer to the people you would us be.  Amen.  

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON  

Leader: Relentlessly God seeks us out. With abundant grace and boundless mercy, God seeks us out. This is 

good news! 

All:  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!  

 

 

*GLORIA PATRI 

 

  

SPECIAL SELECTION     “Praise Team” 

 

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION    Reverend Delton H. Farmer 

   

 Old Testament Ecclesiastes 3:1-13 

 New Testament Romans 8:28-30 

  

  SERMON            “A New Plan A New Season” 

                   Reverend Delton H. Farmer 

 

 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH {from A Brief Statement of Faith} 

We trust in God the Holy Spirit, everywhere the giver and renewer of life. The Spirit justifies us by 

grace through faith, sets us free to accept ourselves and to love God and neighbor, and binds us 

together with all believers in the one body of Christ, the Church. In a broken and fearful world the 

Spirit gives us courage to pray without ceasing, to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and 

Savior, to unmask idolatries in Church and culture, to hear the voices of peoples long silenced, and to 

work with others for justice, freedom, and peace. In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we 

strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks and to live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch for God’s 

new heaven and new earth, praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!” With believers in every time and place, we 

rejoice that nothing in life or in death can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

 

CALL FOR THE OFFERING 

 

 

 



 

 

 

OFFERTORY HYMN #566 (AA)                “Woke Up This Morning” 
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*DOXOLOGY 

 

 PRAYER OF DEDICATION  

 

 

*CLOSING HYMN #    “Let The Church Say Amen” 

 

          Let the Church say “amen” 

          Let the church say “amen”. 

        God has spoken. 

       So, let the church say “amen” 

          (Repeat 2 times) 

 

 

*BENEDICTION     Reverend Farmer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

 

 

 

 

                                                          

 

  



 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

WORSHIP with FIRST PRESBYTERIAN  

We will be worshipping with First Presbyterian Church on the 4th Sunday in October.  Be sure to tune 

in to their TV ministry on channel 64.  

 

TEN CENTS A MEAL - We Can Make a Huge Difference when ALL participate. Using the 

same passage Two and Five Cents-a-Meal has used since 1982. Please consider a gift to Ten 

Cents-a-Meal every 1st Sunday. 

 

PW BIBLE STUDY/CT Meeting -  Saturday, September 16th @ 11:00 am via Zoom 

Meeting ID:872 5882 563 PC: 758558 Call in: +1 301 715 8592 

“Sacred Encounters”  The Power and Presence of Jesus Christ in Luke-Acts  

  - Introduction and Lesson One: Elizabeth's Sacred Encounter 
 

LOAVES & FISHES 5TH Fridays @ First Presbyterian will resume September 29, 2023 

    

CLEANSING WATERS SHOWER MINISTRY  -  1st & 3rd Sundays from 9:00 am - 10:30 am  
 

BT EXPRESS (Alcohol/Narcotics Program) Mondays  & Wednesdays at 7:00 pm 

 
 

 

 
 

A Thank You Note ! 
Scripture:  1 Corinthians 2:1-16 

 
First United Family, 
 
I am sending a note of thank you to express my appreciation for the warmth and love 
shown to me, my family, and friends.  Sunday was an absolute wonderful day of 
worship and fellowship.  I trust that our heavenly Father was pleased.  My friends, 
remember Sunday’s sermon topic, “Through the Spirit.” We must believe in the power 
of God - knowing that we can do nothing on our own; understanding that our God 
has limitless power.  Secondly, we will trust and believe in the deep things of God. As 
we begin to move forward and God unfolds His vision for First United, as your 
Pastor, I ask that you join me and commit to God’s plan for us,  and let us watch God 
do amazing things now and for the future of this great church. We will say, “Yes to 
His will and yes to His way.” By doing this, we will receive the peace of God active 
and present in our lives.  Finally, I extend this challenge to you. Begin now 
anticipating growth, not in number, but in spirit.  The numbers will come.  I trust 
through the Spirit we will do great things!  To God be the glory for now and all that 
is to come! 
 
Peace of Christ to All 
Rev. Farmer, Pastor 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

2023 Charlotte Church Partners Build Schedule 

 
Meadows at Plato Price  

Date 
Meadows 

house number 
Task  

Max # of 
Volunteers  

Saturday, 11/4 Plato 1 Drywall 15-20 

Saturday, 11/4 Plato 2 Drywall 15-20 

Saturday, 11/18 Plato 1 Paint 12 

Saturday, 11/18 Plato 2 Paint 12 

Saturday 12/2 Plato 1 Flooring 8 

Saturday, 12/2 Palto 2 Flooring 8 

Friday, 12/8 Plato 1 Trim 12 

Friday, 12/8 Plato 2 Trim 12 

Saturday, 12/9 
FUPCC Host Day 

Plato 1 Paint 12 

Saturday, 12/9 
FUPCC Host Day 

Plato 2 Paint 12 

 

Site Supervisor: Adam  

Partner Family:  

House Plan:  

 

A Special Note: Save the date, Wednesday, September 20, 2023 @ 8:00 am  

Address: 4202 Plato Circle, Charlotte, NC 28208  

Address for Parking: 4201 Morris Field Dr. Charlotte, NC 28208 

“Prayer Walk around the Meadows of Plato Price” 

 



 
 

 

 

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN UPDATE 
 

Hello First United Family, 

 

Your monthly support for the Capital Campaign means so much. 
 

Your Capital Campaign Pledge is your financial commitment to our 

3-year funding drive to raise needed capital for major repairs and 

possible future renovations.  

 

The roofs on the Sanctuary and the Education Building have been 

completed and paid for, but to continue to give our church new life 

and remain a part of the up-town landscape, your support is vital  

and needed more than ever. 

 

ARE YOU COMMITTED TO DOING YOUR PART? 

 

ARE YOUR PLEDGES UP TO DATE? 

 

Thank you so much for those of you who continue  to support this 

church , have faith and hope by paying your pledges to help move 

forward  with the Lord’s  work  on the corner of  

7
th
 and College Streets 

 

“He who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the 

day of Christ Jesus”. [Philippians 1:6] 

 

Yours in Christ, 

The Capital Campaign Leadership Team 

 
 

 

 

 



 



 

7 Marks of  Congregational Vitality 

 

1. A commitment to forming disciples over every member’s lifetime. This leads first to 

personal transformation, as people put on the heart of Christ, and then to social 

transformation, as people joyfully go forth into the community and tackle the issues 

facing today’s culture. 

2. Embracing the call to evangelism. We show forth the love of 

Christ by our actions and our lives even more than by our 

words. Our relationships are genuine and caring. People know 

we are Christians by our love. 

3. An outward focus. Our church is not a place to escape from 

the world, but rather our gateway to our community where we 

may be the hands, feet, heart and mouth of Jesus Christ for 

people who are suffering or marginalized. 

4. Empowering every member to discover their individual calling and the gifts God has 

given them so they can go forth and serve. 

5. Spirit-inspired worship that challenges, teaches, transforms, convicts and energizes us so 

when we are sent out, we have experienced the wonder of God and are changed for the 

better from when we arrived. 

6. Caring relationships modeled on God’s love. We open our doors and hearts to all people, 

and we build relationships modeled on God’s love, which leads to genuine reconciliation 

and peace. 

7. Congregations with healthy systems. Our mission focuses are clear. There is fiscal 

responsibility and accountability. We have thoughtful decision-making structures. Our 

leaders and staff enjoy a sustainable balance of work/rest time.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Participating in Worship – September 10, 2023 

Liturgist:  Elder Sharon Kelley 

Offering: Deacons Helen Hairston and Valerie Tutt 

Usher: Stephanie Davis 
 

 SICK AND SHUT-INS  

AT HOME 
Mrs. Louise Ezell …………………....………..……... 1850 Magwood Dr. #212, Charleston SC  29414 

 

Mr. Daniel Freeman, III ……………………………… 2401 Ablewood Road , Charlotte, NC 28216 

 

                                                   

SKILLED NURSING FACILITIES , HOSPITALS & SENIOR LIVING 

Mr. Samuel Reid …………………………..…………………PINEVILLE REHAB & LIVING CENTER 

                1010 Lakeview Drive  Room #61-B  Pineville, NC 28134    (704)-889-2273 
 

Mrs. Thelma Smith ……………………..…………………………………………...… C/O Jackie Mburu  

                                                                           2604 Adcox Pl Raleigh, NC 27610 Phone: (919)754 – 5052 

  

Dr. Mildred Y. Mosley ………...……………...………………..…WALTONWOOD AT COTSWOLD 

                                                                                5215 Randolph Rd Apt 2018, Charlotte, NC 28211-5164 

 

Mrs. Margaret Freeman ………………………………………… SUMMIT PLACE OF SOUTH PARK 
         2101 Runnymede Lane, Room #116, Charlotte, NC 28209 

 

PRAYER LIST Email: prayer@fupcc.org 

    Barbara Cannon  Caryle Blakeney-Bennett  Abby Flanders  

Shepard Foley  Ms. Jane Reid   Margaret Freeman   Connie Patton  

  

 **************************************************************************************** 

Great God of wisdom, righteousness, and grace, we are overcome by the benefits you have bestowed 

upon us.  Help us to bear within us the hope that in Christ all things are possible.  With faith rekindled, 

we set forth on our journey in the certain knowledge that we are ever at home with you.     Amen 

 

 SERMON NOTES  

Scripture: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


