
 

 

 

 

FIRST UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
 

United In Faith   United In Love   United In Life 

Sunday, September 3, 2023 
406 N. College Street ~ Charlotte, NC 28202 

Phone:  704-376-8014 ~ Fax:  704-376-8329 

Email:  secretary@fupcc.org ~ Website:  www.fupcc.org 

“Helping Others See Jesus’ Grace In Me” 

 

 

http://www.fupcc.org/


 

 

 

 

Order of Worship  
14th

 Sunday after Pentecost 
*Congregation Stands/rise in spirit 

 

 

 

 
 

GATHERING MUSIC        
            
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 

 

 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP                           

Leader: We gather hoping to see God,  here in worship, we realize that we see God in one another. 

All: We can see God when we show one another honor 

Leader: When we pursue hospitality to strangers, when we live in harmony with one another  

All: When we rejoice in hope. Let us worship the visible God amongst us. 

 

 

 

*OPENING HYMN #238 (AA)                     “I’m So Glad” 
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*PRAYER OF PRAISE AND ADORATION (unison)  

 As we mention your name, O God, our hearts are glad. We dare come before you with praise and 

thanksgiving. You have been there for us during times of trial and hardship. You have brought us 

through many a crisis and care. We owe it to you each time we act wisely, for every thought that 

promotes goodness and each deed that helps others. Hear us now as we sing you our praises. Be pleased 

with our worship as we call on your name. 
 

 

INTROIT  #183 (AA)           “We Are Standing On Holy Ground”  
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CALL TO CONFESSION 

  

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)  

God of love, you ask us to love one another from the center of who we are, you tell us to bless one 

another, you encourage us to do good. But we have not listened to your words, instead of loving we 

have practiced hatred, instead of blessing, we have perfected cursing, instead of doing good, we have 

sought to get even. Forgive us for giving up. Give us grace to try again, and encouragement to make 

your ways, our ways. We pray, we wait, and we hope. Amen  

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON  

Leader:  In Jesus Christ you are forgiven  

All: Know that you are forgiven and be at peace.  Amen.  

 

*GLORIA PATRI 

  

SPECIAL SELECTION     “Praise Team” 

 

 

 OLD TESTAMENT  Psalm 112:1-10 

 

 

 NEW TESTAMENT  1Corinthians 2:1-16 

 

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION    Reverend Delton H. Farmer 

 

  SERMON            “Through the Spirit” 

                   Reverend Delton H. Farmer 

 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (from A Brief Statement of Faith)  

We trust in God the Holy Spirit, everywhere the giver and renewer of life. The Spirit justifies us by 

grace through faith, sets us free to accept ourselves and to love God and neighbor, and binds us 

together with all believers in the one body of Christ, the Church. The same Spirit who inspired the 

prophets and apostles rules our faith and life in Christ through Scripture, engages us through the 

Word proclaimed, claims us in the waters of baptism, feeds us with the bread of life and the cup of 

salvation, and calls women and men to all ministries of the Church. In a broken and fearful world the 

Spirit gives us courage to pray without ceasing, to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and 

Savior, to unmask idolatries in Church and culture, to hear the voices of peoples long silenced, and to 

work with others for justice, freedom, and peace. 

 

 

CALL FOR THE OFFERING 

 

 



 

 

 

OFFERTORY HYMN #257 (AA)                “There Is A Fountain” 
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*DOXOLOGY 

 

 PRAYER OF DEDICATION  

 

SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER  

Invitation to the Lord’s Table  

 

GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

     Leader: The Lord be with you  

    People: And also, with you  

    Leader: Lift up your hearts  

    People: We lift them to the Lord  

    Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God  

    People: It is right to give him thanks and praise 

 

 

 

  

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE 

 

 

*CLOSING HYMN #590(AA)    “We’re Marching To Zion” 
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*BENEDICTION       Reverend Farmer 

 

POSTLUDE  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                              

 



  

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

WORSHIP with FIRST PRESBYTERIAN  

We will be worshipping with First Presbyterian Church on the 4th Sunday in August.  Be sure to tune in 

to their TV ministry on channel 64.  

 

TEN CENTS A MEAL - We Can Make a Huge Difference when ALL participate. Using the 

same passage Two and Five Cents-a-Meal has used since 1982. Please consider a gift to Ten 

Cents-a-Meal every 1st Sunday. 

 

 

PW BIBLE STUDY/CT Meeting -  Saturday, September 16th @ 11:00 am via Zoom 

Meeting ID:872 5882 563 PC: 758558 Call in: +1 301 715 8592 

“Sacred Encounters”  The Power and Presence of Jesus Christ in Luke-Acts  

  - Introduction and Lesson One: Elizabeth's Sacred Encounter 

 
 

LOAVES & FISHES 5TH Fridays @ First Presbyterian will resume September 29, 2023 

 

     

CLEANSING WATERS SHOWER MINISTRY  -  1st & 3rd Sundays from 9:00 am - 10:30 am  

 
 

BT EXPRESS (Alcohol/Narcotics Program) Mondays  & Wednesdays at 7:00 pm 

 
 

OFFERINGS  AND GIFTS 

We will no longer receive split checks for your offerings and gifts. All checks will indicate in the 

memo line, one designated offering, for example, church support, building fund, capital 

campaign or any other designation. 
 

CITY OF CHARLOTTE PRIMARY ELECTION – 9/12/23 – One Stop Early Voting 

 

HAL MARSHALL - opening August 24, 2023 at 8 am  

1 –UPTOWN 618 N College St 

Additional sites open TUESDAY, September 5 at 8am 

2 - Allegra Westbrooks Regional Library 2412 Beatties Ford Rd  

3 -BALLANTYNE - Elon Park Rec Ctr 11401 Ardrey Kell Rd 

4 - EAST - Independence Regional Library 6000 Conference Dr 

5 - Marion Diehl Rec Center 2219 Tyvola Rd 

6 - SOUTH County Regional Library 5801 Rea Rd 

7 - SOUTHPARK - Southpark Regional Library 7015 Carnegie Blvd 

8 - STEELE CREEK Library 13620 Steele Creek Rd 

9 - UNIVERSITY CITY - old Kohls 9315 N Tryon St 

10 - WEST Boulevard Library 2157 West Blvd 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 
 

September Birthdays 
Michael A. Huff, Jr.  September 2nd    
Isiah Williams   September 7th 

LaShanda Barber   September 11th    
Barbara Byers   September 11th 
Melanie Maxwell   September 12th   
William Harris   September 13th 
Gaynelle Grier   September 15th   
Kara Rogers    September 17th 

Jannell Reed    September 18th   
Dorothy Allison   September 19th 
Renea Stitt    September 20th   
Tammye Layer   September 20th 

Amora Cannon   September 30th  

Elijah Newton   September 30th  
  

      September Anniversaries 
 Stephanie & Eric Davis  September 2nd        

 Castonia & Anthony Dozier September 21st 
 Lolane & Jeffrey Yongue  September 29th        

 Ellen & Arthur Smith   September 30th 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Welcome  
Reverend Delton H. Farmer  

 
First United Presbyterian Church welcomes the Reverend Delton H. Farmer as Pastor, September 1, 

2023. 

Rev. Farmer brings a broadened leadership experience in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A), having 

served within the Presbytery of New Hope, and the Presbytery of Coastal Carolina.  His work 

during the 225th General Assembly included service on the Mid Council Committee,2022, and the 

Bills and Overtures Committee from 2022 to the present.  In the Presbytery of New Hope and the 

Presbytery of Coastal Carolina, he worked on various committees and participated in various 

leadership training opportunities. 

Pastoral experiences include Assistant Pastor and Temporary Supply Pastor, Covenant Presbyterian 

Church, Durham, NC, 2012-2014, 2017-2019; College Heights Presbyterian Church, Assistant 

Pastor, Fayetteville, NC, 2015-2017; North East Baptist Church, Associate Minister, 2005-2012; 

and Cotton Memorial Presbyterian Church, Henderson, NC, Temporary Supply Pastor, 2019- until 

August, 2023.  

Rev. Farmer received the Certification of Ordination, New Hope Missionary Baptist Association, 

2011; and was ordained in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A) in 2020.  His formal education/service 

includes, United States Army, Fort Bragg NC and Pusan, South Korea, 1984-1990; Associate in 

Arts Degree, University of Maryland, College Park, MD, 1990; Bachelor of Science, Business 

Administration, North Carolina Wesleyan College, Rocky Mount, NC, 1994; Master of Business 

Administration and Master of Health Administration, Pfeiffer University, Charlotte, NC, 1999; 

and Master of Divinity, Shaw University, Raleigh, NC 2012.  As a consummate student, his 

continuing education experiences includes Ecumenical Advocacy Days Training and Clinical 

Pastoral Education.  Community Involvement includes Vice-President of the Vance and Adjacent 

Counties Interdenominational Ministerial Alliance and Board Member for Community Partners of 

Hope Men’s Shelter. Member of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc.  

In his description of his call to ministry, Rev. Farmer identified himself drawn to congregational life, 

noting the reverence to God, and our understanding of God’s power and sovereignty and with that 

strives and shares a life filled with hope and a reverence for God.  He identified area(s) of growth in 

various aspects of inclusivity and evangelism, which we all recognize significant as we address the 

challenges of listening, teaching, and working with others during our faith journeys.   He of course, 

is most proud of his wife of 35 years, Cynthia and they are the parents of Chelsey and Joshua.  First 

United is grateful to God for the opportunity to welcome Rev. Farmer and we look forward to the 

opportunities of moving forward in service to the Risen Lord.   
 

 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2023 Charlotte Church Partners Build Schedule 

 
Meadows at Plato Price  

Date 
Meadows 

house number 
Task  

Max # of 
Volunteers  

Saturday, 11/4 Plato 1 Drywall 15-20 

Saturday, 11/4 Plato 2 Drywall 15-20 

Saturday, 11/18 Plato 1 Paint 12 

Saturday, 11/18 Plato 2 Paint 12 

Saturday 12/2 Plato 1 Flooring 8 

Saturday, 12/2 Palto 2 Flooring 8 

Friday, 12/8 Plato 1 Trim 12 

Friday, 12/8 Plato 2 Trim 12 

Saturday, 12/9 Plato 1 Paint 12 

Saturday, 12/9 Plato 2 Paint 12 
 

Site Supervisor: Adam  

Partner Family:  

House Plan:  

 

A Special Note: Save the date, Wednesday, September 20, 2023   

“Prayer Walk around the Meadows of Plato Price” 

 



 

 
 

 

 

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN UPDATE 
 

Hello First United Family, 

 

Your monthly support for the Capital Campaign means so much. 
 

Your Capital Campaign Pledge is your financial commitment to our 

3-year funding drive to raise needed capital for major repairs and 

possible future renovations.  

 

The roofs on the Sanctuary and the Education Building have been 

completed and paid for, but to continue to give our church new life 

and remain a part of the up-town landscape, your support is vital  

and needed more than ever. 

 

ARE YOU COMMITTED TO DOING YOUR PART? 

 

ARE YOUR PLEDGES UP TO DATE? 

 

Thank you so much for those of you who continue  to support this 

church , have faith and hope by paying your pledges to help move 

forward  with the Lord’s  work  on the corner of  

7
th
 and College Streets 

 

“He who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the 

day of Christ Jesus”. [Philippians 1:6] 

 

Yours in Christ, 

The Capital Campaign Leadership Team 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 



 

7 Marks of  Congregational Vitality 

 

1. A commitment to forming disciples over every member’s lifetime. This leads first to 

personal transformation, as people put on the heart of Christ, and then to social 

transformation, as people joyfully go forth into the community and tackle the issues 

facing today’s culture. 

2. Embracing the call to evangelism. We show forth the love of 

Christ by our actions and our lives even more than by our 

words. Our relationships are genuine and caring. People know 

we are Christians by our love. 

3. An outward focus. Our church is not a place to escape from 

the world, but rather our gateway to our community where we 

may be the hands, feet, heart and mouth of Jesus Christ for 

people who are suffering or marginalized. 

4. Empowering every member to discover their individual calling and the gifts God has 

given them so they can go forth and serve. 

5. Spirit-inspired worship that challenges, teaches, transforms, convicts and energizes us so 

when we are sent out, we have experienced the wonder of God and are changed for the 

better from when we arrived. 

6. Caring relationships modeled on God’s love. We open our doors and hearts to all people, 

and we build relationships modeled on God’s love, which leads to genuine reconciliation 

and peace. 

7. Congregations with healthy systems. Our mission focuses are clear. There is fiscal 

responsibility and accountability. We have thoughtful decision-making structures. Our 

leaders and staff enjoy a sustainable balance of work/rest time.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Participating in Worship – September 3, 2023 

Liturgist: Elder Renea Stitt 

Communion: Elder Mable Williams 

Deacons Preparing Communion: Deacons Tamara Tate and Charles Jackson 

Offering: Elder Sharon Kelley  
 

 SICK AND SHUT-INS  

AT HOME 
Mrs. Louise Ezell …………………....………..……... 1850 Magwood Dr. #212, Charleston SC  29414 

Mr. Daniel Freeman, III ……………………………… 2401 Ablewood Road , Charlotte, NC 28216 

 

                                                   

SKILLED NURSING FACILITIES , HOSPITALS & SENIOR LIVING 

Mr. Samuel Reid …………………………..…………………PINEVILLE REHAB & LIVING CENTER 

                1010 Lakeview Drive  Room #61-B  Pineville, NC 28134    (704)-889-2273 
 

Mrs. Thelma Smith ……………………..…………………………………………...… C/O Jackie Mburu  

                                                                           2604 Adcox Pl Raleigh, NC 27610 Phone: (919)754 – 5052 

  

Dr. Mildred Y. Mosley ………...……………...………………..…WALTONWOOD AT COTSWOLD 

                                                                                5215 Randolph Rd Apt 2018, Charlotte, NC 28211-5164 

 

Mrs. Margaret Freeman ………………………………………… SUMMIT PLACE OF SOUTH PARK 
         2101 Runnymede Lane, Room #116, Charlotte, NC 28209 

 

PRAYER LIST Email: prayer@fupcc.org 

    Barbara Cannon  Caryle Blakeney-Bennett  Abby Flanders  

Shepard Foley  Ms. Jane Reid   Margaret Freeman   Connie Patton  

  

 **************************************************************************************** 

Great God of wisdom, righteousness, and grace, we are overcome by the benefits you have bestowed 

upon us.  Help us to bear within us the hope that in Christ all things are possible.  With faith rekindled, 

we set forth on our journey in the certain knowledge that we are ever at home with you.     Amen 

 

 SERMON NOTES  

Scripture: 
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