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The Baptism of the Lord is closely related to Epiphany and should be considered in relation to that feast. 

Jesus’ ministry to bring in God’s rule was inaugurated in his baptism. As he came out of the water, the 

Spirit rested on Jesus and a sign of God’s approval was heard. On this day, we celebrate not only Jesus’ 

baptism but our own as well, for our baptism is rooted in Christ. Baptism joins us to Christ and his church, 

and with all of the baptized we are called to share in Jesus’ ministry. In the waters of baptism we are 

buried with Christ, cleansed of our sins, and raised to share in his resurrection. The Spirit is given to us 

and we are declared the children of God. 
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Order of Worship  
Baptism of the Lord 
*Congregation Stands/rise in spirit 

 
 

PRELUDE     The March of the Three Kings - Stewart Landon 

Prelude on "Whence is that Goodly Fragrance?" Harrison Oxley 

O Hail, This Brightest Day of Days - J.S. Bach 

       
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 

 

INTROIT #507 (AA)      “He Has Done Great Things For Me”   
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*CALL TO WORSHIP                           

Leader:  Where can we go from God’s spirit? 

All:  If we ascend to heaven, God is there; if we make our bed in Sheol, God is there. 

Leader:  If we take the wings of morning and settle at the farthest limits of the sea. 

All:  Even there God’s hand shall lead us, and God’s right hand will hold us fast. 
 

  

*OPENING HYMN #476 (AA)                      “Stand Up For Jesus” 
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CALL TO CONFESSION 

Let us approach God with confidence, trusting in God’s grace as we humbly confess our sins. 
 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)  

Gracious God, you know us better than we know ourselves. You know our sins even before we confess. 

Your knowledge is wonderful, but also challenging. We’d much rather avoid painful truths and deny our 

role in wrongdoing. Help us face our failings so we can move forward in truth. Amen. 
 

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON  

The steadfast love of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting.” Know that you are forgiven and be at peace. 

Amen. 

 

*GLORIA PATRI 

 

 SPECIAL SELECTION     Praise Team - “Revelation 19:1” 

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION    Reverend Delton H. Farmer 

Let the words of our mouths and the meditation of our hearts be acceptable to you, O Lord, our rock and our 

redeemer. As we approach your Word, Father we ask that you remove anything that would prevent or hinder 

us from may we be ready to receive the message you intend for us today. Amen. 

 

SCRIPTURE READING 

 

OLD TESTAMENT  Joshua 1:1-5  

NEW TESTAMENT  Hebrews 13:15-17 

 

 

 

 

 SERMON             “There’s A Job To Be Done” 

                   Reverend Delton H. Farmer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INVITATIONAL HYMN #567 (AA)    “Here I Am, Lord”  
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 INVITATION TO DISCIPLSHIP/PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE/LORD’S PRAYER  

 

 

*AFFRIMATION OF FAITH (Apostles’ Creed) 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, 

our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 

Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the 

dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence 

He shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy Catholic Church; 

the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life 

everlasting.  Amen 

 

SERVICE OF ORDINATION AND INSTALLATION 

 

 

CALL FOR THE OFFERING 

Remember the words of the Lord Jesus, who said, “It is more blessed to give than to receive.” 

 

 

OFFERTORY HYMN                 Praise Team “Touch Me, Lord Jesus” 

 

 

*DOXOLOGY 

 

 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

Holy God, these offerings are only a portion of all that you have given us. We gratefully present these gifts and 

entrust them to your work in this world. May our gifts share the good news of the gospel to those who are in 

need. May these gifts help unburden those with the heaviest of loads. Amen. 

 

 

SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER  ………………………….. Invitation to the Lord’s Table 

 

 

GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

     Leader: The Lord be with you  

    People: And also, with you  

    Leader: Lift up your hearts  

    People: We lift them to the Lord  

    Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God  

    People: It is right to give him thanks and praise 

 

  

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 

 

COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*CLOSING HYMN #700 (GG)     “I’m Gonna Live So God Can Use Me 

 

1 I'm gonna live so God can use me anywhere, Lord, anytime! 

I'm gonna live so God can use me anywhere, Lord, anytime! 

2 I'm gonna work so God can use me anywhere, Lord, anytime! 

I'm gonna work so God can use me anywhere, Lord, anytime! 

3 I'm gonna pray so God can use me anywhere, Lord, anytime! 

I'm gonna pray so God can use me anywhere, Lord, anytime! 

4 I'm gonna sing so God can use me anywhere, Lord, anytime! 

I'm gonna sing so God can use me anywhere, Lord, anytime! 

            

 

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION       Reverend Farmer 

May we leave this house of worship emboldened by the Spirit redeemed by God’s Grace and ready to follow 

Christ’s call. May the grace, hope, peace and love of the God the Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer be with us 

now and always. Amen. 

 

POSTLUDE           Go, Tell It on the Mountain – arr. Charles Callahan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

WORSHIP with FIRST PRESBYTERIAN: We will be worshipping with First Presbyterian Church 

(TBA).  Be sure to tune in to their TV ministry on channel 64.  
 

TEN CENTS A MEAL - We Can Make a Huge Difference when ALL participate. Using the 

same passage Two and Five Cents-a-Meal has been used since 1982. Please consider a gift to Ten 

Cents-a-Meal every 1st Sunday. 

 

PW BIBLE STUDY/CT Meeting -   Saturday, January 20, 2024  @ 11:00 am via Zoom 

Meeting ID:872 5882 5653 PC: 758558 Call in: +1 301 715 8592 

[Lesson 3 – A Bleeding Woman Encounters Christ]   [Lesson 4 - Mary and Martha Encounter Jesus] 
 

LOAVES & FISHES 5TH Fridays @ First Presbyterian, the next date will be March 29, 2024 

     

CLEANSING WATERS SHOWER MINISTRY  -  1st & 3rd Sundays from 9:00 am - 10:30 am  

 

BT EXPRESS (Alcohol/Narcotics Program) Mondays  & Wednesdays at 7:00 pm 
 

BIBLE STUDY – (Hybrid) - Bible Study every Wednesday night @ 6:30pm  

 Join Zoom Meeting   Meeting ID: 834 3423 2514  Passcode: 306013 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83434232514?pwd=OU9aMGFkSkt6Z0R6U2ZlM2FRYm90Zz09 

 

One tap mobile, + 1-301- 715-8592,  follow the prompts: 

then give meeting ID - 834 3423 2514#,  Enter passcode - 306013# 

 

 

 

January Birthdays 
 

Amira Williams   January 5th  
Davis Barber   January 5th  
Lolane Yongue   January 5th  
Margaret Freeman  January 8th  

Wayne Mouzon   January 8th  
 Jody Williams   January 10th  
 Terrence Thomas  January 14th  
 Meredith Champion  January 16th  
 Zara Brown    January 22nd  
 Austin Massey   January 23rd 
Tadaysha Cannon  January 30th  

   
 
 

 

 

 



 

 

Welcome New Member 
 

We are grateful to God to welcome Ms. Shirley H. Evans to our church family.  Ms. Evans 

indicated her interest in joining us during worship on Sunday, December 31, 2023, and 

was received by the session immediately following worship on Reaffirmation of Faith.  Ms. 

Evans remarked that she started worshipping/participating in events with our 

congregation in 2023, encouraged by her good friend,  Deacon Valerie Tutt.  Ms. Evans 

further shared that she believed it was important that she join as the year ended on 

December 31st. 

We look forward to a wonderful welcome reception for Ms. Evans after she completes new 

member classes.  As you see her sharing her gifts and talents around the church, make 

sure you extend a big FUPC welcome! 
 

 

SAVE THE DATE! 

Saturday, January 20th 

From 9:00 -12:00 

“CALLING ALL CHURCH OFFICERS!” 

REGISTER TODAY!! 

bit.ly/church-officer-retreat 

 



 



 

Registration for the Civil Rights Trip is NOW open. 

14 spaces for First United and 14 spaces for First Presbyterian 

Contact the FUPC church office if interested 704-376-8014 

Or email: secretary@fupcc.org 

 

Cost: ($450 Dbl occupancy) ($700 single) 

Contact: Rev. Farmer if Scholorshp assistance is needed. 
 

 



 

 
 

 

 

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN UPDATE 
 

Hello First United Family, 

 

Your monthly support for the Capital Campaign means so much. 
 

Your Capital Campaign Pledge is your financial commitment to our 

3-year funding drive to raise needed capital for major repairs and 

possible future renovations.  

 

The roofs on the Sanctuary and the Education Building have been 

completed and paid for, but to continue to give our church new life 

and remain a part of the up-town landscape, your support is vital  and 

needed more than ever. 

 

ARE YOU COMMITTED TO DOING YOUR PART? 

 

ARE YOUR PLEDGES UP TO DATE? 

 

Thank you so much for those of you who continue  to support this 

church , have faith and hope by paying your pledges to help move 

forward  with the Lord’s  work  on the corner of  

7
th
 and College Streets 

 

“He who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the 

day of Christ Jesus”. [Philippians 1:6] 

 

Yours in Christ, 

The Capital Campaign Leadership Team 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

7 Marks of  Congregational Vitality 

 

1. A commitment to forming disciples over every member’s lifetime. This leads first to 

personal transformation, as people put on the heart of Christ, and then to social 

transformation, as people joyfully go forth into the community 

and tackle the issues facing today’s culture. 

2. Embracing the call to evangelism. We show forth the love of 

Christ by our actions and our lives even more than by our 

words. Our relationships are genuine and caring. People know 

we are Christians by our love. 

3. An outward focus. Our church is not a place to escape from 

the world, but rather our gateway to our community where we 

may be the hands, feet, heart and mouth of Jesus Christ for 

people who are suffering or marginalized. 

4. Empowering every member to discover their individual calling and the gifts God has 

given them so they can go forth and serve. 

5. Spirit-inspired worship that challenges, teaches, transforms, convicts and energizes us so 

when we are sent out, we have experienced the wonder of God and are changed for the 

better from when we arrived. 

6. Caring relationships modeled on God’s love. We open our doors and hearts to all people, 

and we build relationships modeled on God’s love, which leads to genuine reconciliation 

and peace. 

7. Congregations with healthy systems. Our mission focuses are clear. There is fiscal 

responsibility and accountability. We have thoughtful decision-making structures. Our 

leaders and staff enjoy a sustainable balance of work/rest time.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Participating in Worship – January 7, 2024 

 

Communion: Elder Mabel Williams 

Deacons Preparing Communion: Deacons Charles Jackson and Valerie Tutt 

Offering: Monica Carr and Elder Sharon Kelley 

Usher: Stephanie Davis  

Guest Organist : Dr. Pam Dennis 

Guest Flautist: Karen Solis 

 SICK AND SHUT-INS  

AT HOME 
 

Mrs. Louise Ezell …………………....………..……... 1850 Magwood Dr. #212, Charleston SC  29414 

Mrs. Yvonne Thomas ……………………………….. 1319 Dean Street, Charlotte, NC 28216 

Mrs. Shirley Carelock ………………………………. 731 Harwyn Drive, Charlotte, NC 28215 

                        

SKILLED NURSING FACILITIES , HOSPITALS & SENIOR LIVING 

 

Dr. Mildred Y. Mosley ………...……………...………………..…WALTONWOOD AT COTSWOLD 

                                                                                5215 Randolph Rd Apt 2018, Charlotte, NC 28211-5164 

 

Mrs. Margaret Freeman ………………………………………… SUMMIT PLACE OF SOUTH PARK 
         2101 Runnymede Lane, Room #116, Charlotte, NC 28209 

 

PRAYER LIST Email: prayer@fupcc.org 

    Barbara Cannon  Caryle Blakeney-Bennett  Abby Flanders  

Shepard Foley  Ms. Jane Reid   Margaret Freeman   Connie Patton  

  

 **************************************************************************************** 

God of the circling years, we await the day when all hearts shall love you and Christ shall reign supreme.  In 

the meantime, we shall continue to call on your guidance, and pray that our efforts will be found worthy of 

your mercy and grace.  Amen. 

 

 

SERMON NOTES  

Scripture: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


