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Order of Worship  
2nd Sunday in Lent 

*Congregation Stands/rise in spirit 
 

GATHERING MUSIC      

       
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 
 

INTROIT #174 (AA)      "We Have Come Into This House"   
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*CALL TO WORSHIP                           

LEADER: Let us not be ashamed of our Savior. Let us sing and praise our God out loud. 

ALL: In the midst of the crowd, we will praise you. In our community, we will bear witness to our faith. 

LEADER:  Let us set our minds on heavenly things. 

ALL:  Let us take up our cross and follow Christ. 

  

*OPENING HYMN #120 (AA)                       "Joyful, Joyful, We Adore You" 
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PRAYER OF PRAISE AND ADORATION(unison) 

God, in your goodness you have met our every need. What can we give in return for our lives?  Be our 

guide and our hope on our Lenten journey. Help us to deny ourselves, sacrifice ourselves and wants pick 

up our cross and follow Jesus. We welcome the chastening direction in our lives as we worship you today. 

 

 

CALL TO CONFESSION 

When yield and cry to God in prayer and confession, God hears. Let us approach God’s throne of grace with 

confidence and faith. 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)  

Savior God, as your children we are reminded of the occurrence on the cross. We hesitate when 

opportunities arise to speak of you. We are not bold in faith. Nor active in our proclamation of you as our 

God. Your story saves, yet we keep it to ourselves. Forgive our lack of faith. Forgive the ways we fail to 

serve as public witnesses. Help us be your candlelight, held high allowing the world to see your light. 

Amen. 
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON  

God does not forsake us. Our God is a gracious God, abounding in steadfast love. Know that in Jesus Christ, 

you are forgiven and be at peace. Amen. 

 

*GLORIA PATRI 

 

 SPECIAL SELECTION          Praise Team - "Give Me Jesus" 

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION ……………………………………………..Reverend Delton H. Farmer 

Merciful, God, help us to seek you and the message you intend for us in your Word read and proclaimed today. 

Amen. 

 

 

SCRIPTURE READING 

 

OLD TESTAMENT – Isaiah 29:13-16 

  

NEW TESTAMENT – Matthew 13:10-17 

 

 SERMON              " Are You Doing Just To Do " 

                              Reverend Delton H. Farmer 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INVITATIONAL #163(AA)      "Nearer, My God, To Thee "  
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 INVITATION TO DISCIPLSHIP/PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE/LORD’S PRAYER  

 

 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (A Brief Statement of Faith) 

In life and in death we belong to God. Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit, we trust in the one triune God, the Holy One of Israel, whom 

alone we worship and serve. We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God. Jesus proclaimed the 

reign of God: preaching good news to the poor and release to the captives, teaching by word and deed 

and blessing the children, healing the sick and binding up the brokenhearted, eating with outcasts, 

forgiving sinners, and calling all to repent and believe the gospel. Unjustly condemned for blasphemy 

and sedition, Jesus was crucified, suffering the depths of human pain and giving his life for the sins of 

the world. God raised this Jesus from the dead, vindicating his sinless life, breaking the power of sin 

and evil, delivering us from death to life eternal. 

 

MINUTE FOR MISSION ……………. "Honoring Our Living History" …………. Elder Donna Fair 

 

CALL FOR THE OFFERING  

God calls us to lives of grateful generosity. Let us praise the Giver of all good gifts through our offering today. 

 

OFFERING  

 

 

OFFERTORY SELECTION              Praise Team - "Ain’t-a That Good News "  

   

 

*DOXOLOGY 

 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION  

God of grace, you provide for us in amazing ways. Accept these offerings as signs of our gratitude and bless 

them to further Christ’s ministry and mission among the poor, the suffering and the destitute. Amen. 

 

 

*CLOSING HYMN #339         "Lift Every Voice And Sing" 

           (see below) 

              

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION ……………………………………………..Reverend Delton H. Farmer 

Beloved people of God; I invite you, in the name of Christ, to observe a holy Lent by self-examination and 

penitence, by prayer and fasting, by works of love, and by meditating on Gods  ’Word. May the grace, hope, 

peace and love of God our Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer be with us all, now and forever. Amen 

 

 

POSTLUDE 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

WORSHIP with FIRST PRESBYTERIAN  

We will be worshipping with First Presbyterian Church (TBA).  Be sure to tune in to their TV ministry on 

channel 64.  
 

TEN CENTS A MEAL - We Can Make a Huge Difference when ALL participate. Using the same 

passage Two and Five Cents-a-Meal has been used since 1982. Please consider a gift to Ten Cents-

a-Meal every 1st Sunday. 

 

PW BIBLE STUDY/CT Meeting -   Saturday, March 16, 2024 @ 11:00 am via Zoom 

Meeting ID:872 5882 5653  PC: 758558  Call in: +1 301 715 8592 
 

Women are asked to read Lesson 5: [A Person with Leprosy Encounters Jesus] and  Lesson 6: [A Person with a 

Physical Disability Encounters Jesus ]  independently and to start paying dues of $45 which are due in March. 

 

• PW Spring Gathering: Saturday, March 9th at 11:00 am in FUPC Fellowship Hall. 

• Women's Day Service, Sunday: March 10th at 11:00 am,  Rev. Serenitye Taylor, Speaker. 

 
 

LOAVES & FISHES 5TH Fridays @ First Presbyterian, the next date will be March  29, 2024 

     

CLEANSING WATERS SHOWER MINISTRY  -  1st & 3rd Sundays from 9:00 am - 10:30 am  

 

BT EXPRESS (Alcohol/Narcotics Program) Mondays  & Wednesdays at 7:00 pm 

 

BIBLE STUDY – (Hybrid) - Bible Study every Wednesday night @ 6:30pm  

 Join Zoom Meeting   Meeting ID: 834 3423 2514  Passcode: 306013 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83434232514?pwd=OU9aMGFkSkt6Z0R6U2ZlM2FRYm90Zz09 

 

One tap mobile, + 1-301- 715-8592,  follow the prompts: 

then give meeting ID - 834 3423 2514#,  Enter passcode - 306013# 

 

 

A NOTE FROM THE USHER MINISTRY 

The Usher Ministry has donated Tissue cover boxes located in each window seal of the sanctuary to add a 

touch of beauty.     -The Usher President, Fannie Watermann 

 

 

**** OMITTED JANUARY BIRTHDAY – Malachi Alexander Huff    January 9th   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CIVIL RIGHTS TRIP – April 18 – 21, 2024 - UPDATED 

First United please recall we were given 14 slots for those interested in participating on the Civil 

Rights Trip with First Presbyterian.  We have 9 individuals who have agreed to attend.  The 

remaining 5 slots will be returned to First Presbyterian by March 1, 2024, and will become 

available to those on their waiting list. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rehearsals will start March 2, 2024  

from 11:30 am – 12:30 pm  
 



 

PICK UP A COPY TODAY IN  

THE LIBRARY 
 



 
 

 

 

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN UPDATE 
 

Hello First United Family, 

 

Your monthly support for the Capital Campaign means so much. 
 

Your Capital Campaign Pledge is your financial commitment to our 

3-year funding drive to raise needed capital for major repairs and 

possible future renovations.  

 

The roofs on the Sanctuary and the Education Building have been 

completed and paid for, but to continue to give our church new life 

and remain a part of the up-town landscape, your support is vital  and 

needed more than ever. 

 

ARE YOU COMMITTED TO DOING YOUR PART? 

 

ARE YOUR PLEDGES UP TO DATE? 

 

Thank you so much for those of you who continue  to support this 

church , have faith and hope by paying your pledges to help move 

forward  with the Lord’s  work  on the corner of  

7
th
 and College Streets 

 

“He who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the 

day of Christ Jesus”. [Philippians 1:6] 

 

Yours in Christ, 

The Capital Campaign Leadership Team 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

First United Presbyterian Church 
406 N. College Street Charlotte, N.C. 28202 

Rev. Delton H. Farmer., Pastor 
 

Officers by Class 
2024 Leadership Team Assignments 

and Nominating Committee 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nominating Committee 
Helen Hairston – (3rd Term)  Ronald Thomas II – (1st Term) 

Tamara Williams – (3rd Term) 

Session Appointment – TBA 

Deacon Elected – TBA 
 

Facilities/Ground Maintenance  
Elder Kyron Williams– Session Liaison  

 

a – First Term  b – Second Term 

 

Ministry of Discernment  

and Governance 

(Session) 

Ministry of Compassion and Service 

           (Deacon Board) 
 

 

Class of 2024 
 

 

Class of 2024 
 

 

Natalie K. Beard (Education) - a 

Olanda Carr, Jr. (Stewardship) - a 

Donna Fair (Worship) - a 

Ellen Smith (Christian Nurture/Service) - a  

Charles Jackson (Christian Nurture/Service) - a 

Tamara Tate- (Worship) - b 

Valerie Tutt (Education) - a 

 

Class of 2025 
 

 

Class of 2025 
 

Sharon Kelley (Christian Nurture/Service) - a  

E. Michelle Maxwell (Personnel) - a 

Renea Stitt (Media) - a  

Stephanie Davis (TBA) – a  

 

 

Class of 2026 
 

 

Class of 2026 
 

TBA Clifford Waddell, III (Facilities Maintenance) - a 



 

7 Marks of  Congregational Vitality 

 

1. A commitment to forming disciples over every member’s lifetime. This leads first to 

personal transformation, as people put on the heart of Christ, and then to social 

transformation, as people joyfully go forth into the community and tackle the issues 

facing today’s culture. 

2. Embracing the call to evangelism. We show forth the love of 

Christ by our actions and our lives even more than by our 

words. Our relationships are genuine and caring. People know 

we are Christians by our love. 

3. An outward focus. Our church is not a place to escape from 

the world, but rather our gateway to our community where we 

may be the hands, feet, heart and mouth of Jesus Christ for 

people who are suffering or marginalized. 

4. Empowering every member to discover their individual calling and the gifts God has 

given them so they can go forth and serve. 

5. Spirit-inspired worship that challenges, teaches, transforms, convicts and energizes us so 

when we are sent out, we have experienced the wonder of God and are changed for the 

better from when we arrived. 

6. Caring relationships modeled on God’s love. We open our doors and hearts to all people, 

and we build relationships modeled on God’s love, which leads to genuine reconciliation 

and peace. 

7. Congregations with healthy systems. Our mission focuses are clear. There is fiscal 

responsibility and accountability. We have thoughtful decision-making structures. Our 

leaders and staff enjoy a sustainable balance of work/rest time.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Participating in Worship – February 25, 2024 

 

Liturgist: Elder Renea Stitt 

Ushering: Robert Rhyne 
 

 SICK AND SHUT-INS  

AT HOME 

 

Mrs. Louise Ezell …………………....………..……... 1850 Magwood Dr. #212, Charleston SC  29414 

Mrs. Yvonne Thomas ……………………………….. 1319 Dean Street, Charlotte, NC 28216 

Dr. Sandra Govan …………………………………..  6508 Wickville Dr., Charlotte, NC 28215 

  

                       

SKILLED NURSING FACILITIES , HOSPITALS & SENIOR LIVING 

 

Dr. Mildred Y. Mosley ………...……………...………………..…WALTONWOOD AT COTSWOLD 

                                                                                5215 Randolph Rd Apt 2018, Charlotte, NC 28211-5164 

 

Mrs. Margaret Freeman ………………………………………… SUMMIT PLACE OF SOUTH PARK 
         2101 Runnymede Lane, Room #116, Charlotte, NC 28209 

 

PRAYER LIST Email: prayer@fupcc.org 

    Barbara Cannon  Caryle Blakeney-Bennett  Abby Flanders  

Shepard Foley  Ms. Jane Reid  Connie Patton 

  

 **************************************************************************************** 

Father Almighty, this is Your New Year.  Shine Your love into our lives, fill us with Your peace and 

encourage us with Your promises.  Heavenly Father, we don't know what this New Year will bring - but You 

do.  Awaken us to Your possibilities, every day.  Amen  

 

 

SERMON NOTES  

Scripture: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


