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Order of Worship  
4th  Sunday Of Easter 

*Congregation Stands/rise in spirit 
 

 

GATHERING MUSIC        

     
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 

INTROIT #174 (AA)      "We Have Come Into This House" 
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* CALL TO WORSHIP  

Leader: Our Good Shepherd has led us to this place  

All: He leads us beside still waters; he restores our soul  

Leader: Even though we walk through dark valleys, even though we are fearful and in need of comfort.  

All: Our cup overflows with God’s goodness and mercy; we shall dwell in the in the house of the 

Lord our whole lives long. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

*OPENING HYMN #41(GG)                      "O Worship The King, All Glorious Above" 
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*PRAYER OF PRAISE AND ADORATION(unison) 

Author of life, you have given us breath to praise you, eyes to behold your mercy, and words to proclaim 

your abiding love.  You have set apart a people to worship you in thought, word, and deed, and through 

Christ you have numbered us in the midst of them.  We sleep with the assurance that you will never 

forsake us and we awaken each day to the glory of your creating goodness.  Breathe upon us the promised 

Holy Spirit, that our minds may be opened to your wisdom and our tongues boldly declare that you alone 

are God.  Amen. 

 

 

CALL TO CONFESSION 

Leader: The joy of this Easter season continues as we are called to Word and worship.  Let us pause to confess 

our sins to our Good Shepherd, as we pray together our prayer of confession. 

 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)  

Savior God, you guide us, but we are slow to follow and stubborn.  You welcome us to your fold, 

but we make others feel as if they don’t belong.  Forgive our life-alienating ways, our exclusion and 

judgment; the way we evaluate and compare, demean and degrade.  Redeem us.  Restore us.  Help 

us be faithful as your flock.  Amen.  

 

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON  

Leader: Christ forgives.  Christ transforms.  Christ renews.  Christ leads us down the path of new 

beginnings.  We are a new creation, ready to sing God’s glory and testify to God’s grace. 

   

All: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.  Amen 

  

 

*GLORIA PATRI 

 

 

SPECIAL SELECTION           FUPC Choir - "Lord, Help Me To Hold Out " by Rev. James Cleveland 

 

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION ……………………………………………… Rev. Dr. Rodney Sadler  

God our helper, guide us into and through your Word, that we might be shaped by your Spirit’s message to us 

today and transformed for service in your world.  Amen. 

 

 

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS ……………………………………………………… Rev. Dr. Rodney Sadler 

 

 
 

SERMON  …………..…….………………………..…………………….……… Rev. Dr. Rodney Sadler 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

            

INVITATIONAL HYMN #396 (AA)     "I Surrender All" 
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 INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP/PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE/LORD’S PRAYER  

 

 

 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (from a Brief Statement of Faith) (unison) 

Leader will lead the Congregation   

We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God.  Jesus proclaimed the reign of God, preaching good 

news to the poor and release to the captives, teaching by word and deed and blessing the children, 

healing the sick and binding up the brokenhearted, eating with outcasts, forgiving sinners, and calling 

all to repent and believe the gospel.  Unjustly condemned for blasphemy and sedition, Jesus was 

crucified, suffering the depths of human pain and giving his life for the sins of the world.  God raise this 

Jesus from the dead, vindicating his sinless life, breaking the power of sin and evil, delivering us from 

death to life eternal. 

  

 

 

CALL FOR THE OFFERING  

Leader: Humbled by God’s generosity, let us offer our gifts to God and Christ’s church.  You may give through 

our website@fupcc.org; mail your gifts to the church office, 406 N. College Street, or leave with the officers as 

you exit. 

 

 

OFFERING 

 

 

 

OFFERTORY SELECTION   FUPC Choir - "Oh It Is Jesus" by Andrae Crouch 

 

*DOXOLOGY 

 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION   

Leader: God, you meet our needs and transform us for service.  Accept these gifts as signs of our 

gratitude and our commitment to Christ’s ministry.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

*CLOSING HYMN #504(AA)     "Love Lifted Me" 
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*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION………………….……….………………………… Rev. Dr. Sadler  

 

 

POSTLUDE  

           

 

 

 



 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

WORSHIP with FIRST PRESBYTERIAN  

We will be worshipping with First Presbyterian Church  May 5, 2024.  Be sure to tune in to their TV ministry 

on channel 64.   

 

TEN CENTS A MEAL - We Can Make a Huge Difference when ALL participate. Using the 

same passage Two and Five Cents-a-Meal has been used since 1982. Please consider a gift to Ten 

Cents-a-Meal every 1st Sunday. 

 

PW BIBLE STUDY/CT Meeting - Saturday, April 20, 2024  @ 11:00 am via Zoom  

Meeting ID:872 5882 5653 PC: 758558Call in: +1 301 715 8592 

[Lesson 8 – Lydia Encounters Jesus in Worship] 

 

LOAVES & FISHES 5TH Fridays @ First Presbyterian, the next date will be May 31, 2024 

 

  CLEANSING WATERS SHOWER MINISTRY  -  1st & 3rd Sundays from 9:00 am - 10:30 am  
 

BT EXPRESS (Alcohol/Narcotics Program) Mondays  & Wednesdays at 7:00 pm 

 

BIBLE STUDY – (Hybrid) - Bible Study every Wednesday night @ 6:30pm   

(Studying the Book of Acts  –"From Resurrection to Pentecost") 
Join Zoom Meeting   Meeting ID: 834 3423 2514  Passcode: 306013 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83434232514?pwd=OU9aMGFkSkt6Z0R6U2ZlM2FRYm90Zz09 

One tap mobile, + 1-301- 715-8592, follow the prompts: then give meeting ID - 834 3423 2514#,   

Enter passcode - 306013# 

 
 

FIRST UNITED’S TRIUMPHANT TEENS – Bible Study  

 Sunday Mornings @ 9:45 am Classroom #201 Ages: 13-18  (snacks provided) 

****For more information, please contact the church office**** 

 

CHRISTIAN NURTURE/SERVICE MINISTRY  

The Christian Nurture/Service Ministry will meet in the Library, following worship.  -Elder Sharon Kelley 

 

 

WELCOME 
 

We are happy to welcome Rev. Dr. Rodney Sadler to our pulpit today.  He is a great friend to 

First United, intricately involved in our Sunday Discussion Dialogs "lunch and learn," and 

encouraging the opportunities of our congregations with similar missions to collaborate in 

service to uptown center city Charlotte.  All Praise is therefore acknowledged that Rodney is 

serving today while Rev. Farmer is participating in the Civil Rights Tour with First 

Presbyterian Church.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

  INTERCESSORY PRAYER MINISTRY 
 

“Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance 

and supplication for all saints” – Ephesians 6:18 
 

Intercession is God’s strategy for including the saints (you and I) in ruling with Him in power. God has 

chosen intercession as the primary means in which He releases His power now and forever. Jesus exhibited 

the practice of intercession when He created the earth by speaking the Word to the Father (Genesis1). 
 

• Intercession causes us to internalize God’s Word and changes us. 

• Intercession unites our heart to people and places we pray for. 

   WATCH AND PRAY 
• Intercession renews our hope and faith. 

• Intercession imparts life (John 6:63). 

• Intercession makes a long-term impact beyond this age (Rev. 5:8, 8:1-6). 

• Intercession humbles us. 

• Intercession changes the spiritual atmosphere of cities and nations. 

• Intercession causes multiple blessings to return to the intercessor (Luke 6:38).  

If this is your gifting, come and join the army of CHANGE AGENTS! 

*****Contact Michelle Maxwell at 704-574-9128 or email:elenoremaxwell@gmail.com***** 

 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN  
 

Hello First United Family, 

 

Your monthly support for the Capital Campaign means so much. 
 

Your Capital Campaign Pledge is your financial commitment to our 

3-year funding drive to raise needed capital for major repairs and 

possible future renovations.  

 

The roofs on the Sanctuary and the Education Building have been 

completed and paid for, but to continue to give our church new life 

and remain a part of the up-town landscape, your support is vital  and 

needed more than ever. 

 

ARE YOU COMMITTED TO DOING YOUR PART? 

 

ARE YOUR PLEDGES UP TO DATE? 

 

Thank you so much for those of you who continue  to support this 

church , have faith and hope by paying your pledges to help move 

forward  with the Lord’s  work  on the corner of  

7
th
 and College Streets 

 

“He who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the 

day of Christ Jesus”. [Philippians 1:6] 

 

Yours in Christ, 

The Capital Campaign Leadership Team 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

7 Marks of  Congregational Vitality 

 

1. A commitment to forming disciples over every member’s lifetime. This leads first to 

personal transformation, as people put on the heart of Christ, and then to social 

transformation, as people joyfully go forth into the community 

and tackle the issues facing today’s culture. 

2. Embracing the call to evangelism. We show forth the love of 

Christ by our actions and our lives even more than by our 

words. Our relationships are genuine and caring. People know 

we are Christians by our love. 

3. An outward focus. Our church is not a place to escape from 

the world, but rather our gateway to our community where we 

may be the hands, feet, heart and mouth of Jesus Christ for 

people who are suffering or marginalized. 

4. Empowering every member to discover their individual calling and the gifts God has 

given them so they can go forth and serve. 

5. Spirit-inspired worship that challenges, teaches, transforms, convicts and energizes us so 

when we are sent out, we have experienced the wonder of God and are changed for the 

better from when we arrived. 

6. Caring relationships modeled on God’s love. We open our doors and hearts to all people, 

and we build relationships modeled on God’s love, which leads to genuine reconciliation 

and peace. 

7. Congregations with healthy systems. Our mission focuses are clear. There is fiscal 

responsibility and accountability. We have thoughtful decision-making structures. Our 

leaders and staff enjoy a sustainable balance of work/rest time.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Participating in Worship – April 21, 2024 

 

Liturgist: Elder Anthony Dozier 

Offering: Elder Mabel Williams and Monica Carr 

Greeting: Elder Sharon Kelley 

Ushering: Barbara Hartsell and Selene Burris 
 

 

 SICK AND SHUT-INS  

AT HOME 

Mrs. Louise Ezell …………………....………..……... 1850 Magwood Dr. #212, Charleston SC  29414 

Mrs. Yvonne Thomas ……………………………….. 1319 Dean Street, Charlotte, NC 28216 

Dr. Sandra Govan …………………………………..  6508 Wickville Dr., Charlotte, NC 28215    

                     

SKILLED NURSING FACILITIES , HOSPITALS & SENIOR LIVING 

Dr. Mildred Y. Mosley ………...……………...………………..…WALTONWOOD AT COTSWOLD 

                                                                                5215 Randolph Rd Apt 2018, Charlotte, NC 28211-5164 

 

Mrs. Margaret Freeman ………………………………………… SUMMIT PLACE OF SOUTH PARK 
         2101 Runnymede Lane, Room #116, Charlotte, NC 28209 

 

 ************************************************************************* 

PRAYER LIST Email: prayer@fupcc.org 

Barbara Cannon  Caryle Blakeney-Bennett  Abby Flanders  

Shepard Foley  Ms. Jane Reid  Connie Patton 

  

  ************************************************************************* 

Loving Father, You are indeed a wonderful covenant-keeping God, and I want to know and love You 

more and more each day. Praise Your name for Your faithful promises in Your Word of Truth. In 

Jesus' name, I pray, AMEN. 

 

 

SERMON NOTES  

Scripture: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


