
 
 

FIRST UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
 

 

The Presbyterian Church 
(U.S.A.) calendar lifts up a 

special Sunday that celebrates 
the gifts of young 

Presbyterians.  “Youth in the 
Church and the World” is 
traditionally the second or 
third Sunday of August—a 
time of transition for most 

teens and their families. Back 
to school and new school 

adventures await. Youth in the 
Church and the World Sunday 
is a wonderful day to pray for 

the young people in your 
church, and to  encourage 
them to share their faith. 

 

“Blessed are you, on the brink of something new: new opportunities, new friendships, new 

classes, new journeys. Blessed are you, dear one, so full of hope — you whose horizon extends 

far beyond what your eyes can see. May your celebration be sweet and delicious and have as 

much laughter as tears. This new thing is worth rejoicing. May the joy that buoys you today 

carry you through the difficult spots to come.” 
 

Reverend Delton H. Farmer, Pastor 
Email : pastorfarmer@fupcc.org    Mobile#: 919-740-2281 

406 N. College Street ~ Charlotte, NC 28202 

Phone:  704-376-8014 ~ Fax:  704-376-8329 

Email:  FirstUnitedCLT@fupcc.org ~ Website:  www.fupcc.org 

 

"Helping Others See Jesus’ Grace In Me" 



 

 

 

 
 

Order of Worship  
12th Sunday After Pentecost 

*Congregation Stands/rise in spirit 

 

GATHERING MUSIC  

 

 

 WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

   

 

 *INTROIT  #174 (AA)         "We Have Come Into This House" 
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* CALL TO WORSHIP  

Leader: Jesus said, “I am the bread of life.”  

All:  We are hungry for the bread of heaven.  

Leader:  Jesus said, “The bread of God gives life to the world.”  

All:  We are hungry for eternal life.  

Leader:  Jesus said, “I am the bread of life.  

Whoever comes to me will never be hungry,  

and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.”  

All:  We are here to become what we already are:  

the body of Christ, food for a hungry world. 

 

*OPENING HYMN #35 (GG)    "Praise Ye The Lord, The Almighty" 
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* PRAYER OF PRAISE AND ADORATION (Unison)  

Loving God, source of forgiveness and renewal, on this Sabbath morning, we gather in Your presence with 

hearts wide open. May Your compassion and grace surround us, encouraging our souls. Speak to us through 

Your Word, and fill us anew with Your generous spirit. Unite us with Christ, binding us in love, so that we 

may shine the light of Your Spirit in this world. Amen. 

 

 

CALL TO CONFESSION 

Leader: Our sins and shortcomings are not permanent obstacles to God. Grace and forgiveness are freely given. 

Let us take this opportunity to humbly approach our God and confess our sins. 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)  

Heavenly Father, we confess our shortcomings and seek forgiveness. You call us to stand with the least 

and the last, yet we often cling to power and privilege. We fear the consequences of faithful action in this 

world. We fail to follow where Christ leads, making excuses for our silence in the face of oppression and 

our lack of action. Forgive us, O God. Help us risk following where Christ calls. May we be courageous 

advocates for justice, standing against injustice and inequality. Grant us the strength to dismantle 

systems that perpetuate suffering and to uplift the marginalized. May our hearts be open to your 

guidance, and may we walk in the footsteps of Jesus, even when it requires sacrifice. In Jesus’ name, we 

pray. Amen. 

 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON  

Leader: God’s love is sure and steadfast. Receive the good news that you are forgiven and return to right 

relationship with God. Amen. 

 

 
*GLORIA PATRI 

 

 
SPECIAL SELECTION   FUPCC Choir  "More Than Wonderful" 

 

 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION ……………………………………..………… Rev. Delton H. Farmer 

Open our ears and humble our hearts as we approach your Word read and proclaimed today, Great God. May 

we listen, discern and follow the path you intend for us. Amen. 

 
SCRIPTURE READINGS ………………………………………………………… Rev. Delton H. Farmer 

 

 

OLD TESTAMENT - Ezekiel 37:1-14 

    

NEW TESTAMENT – John 14:18-19 

 

 
  SERMON  ……………….………"Dry Bones Live " ………………………… Rev. Delton H. Farmer 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

INVITATIONAL HYMN #345 (AA)  "Just As I Am" 
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 INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP/PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE /LORD’S PRAYER 

 

 

*AFFRIMATION OF FAITH  - Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, 

our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he 

ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall 

come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy Catholic Church; the 

communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life 

everlasting.  Amen 

 

 

BLESSINGS/PRAYERS (for the new school year) Blessed are you, on the brink of something new: new 

opportunities, new friendships, new classes, new journeys. Blessed are you, dear one, so full of hope — 

you whose horizon extends far beyond what your eyes can see. May your celebration be sweet and 

delicious and have as much laughter as tears. This new thing is worth rejoicing. May the joy that buoys 

you today carry you through the difficult spots to come.  

 

 

CALL FOR THE OFFERING  

Leader: Luke 12:48  “From everyone to whom much has been given, much will be required.”  

As we gather to present our tithes and offerings to God, let us do so with hearts full of gratitude. Our generosity 

reflects the abundance of blessings we’ve received. May we give generously, knowing that our gifts make a 

difference in the lives of others and gives honor to God who entrusted us with much.  (You may give online 

@fupcc.org; mail your gifts to the church office, 406 N. College Street,28202; or leave with the Officers as 

you exit.) Remember, the Lord Loves a cheerful giver.   Amen. 

 

 

OFFERING (Includes Special Offering for First Ward Elementary Arts Academy) 

 

 

OFFERTORY SELECTION   FUPCC Choir - "The Goodness Of God" by CeCe Winans 
 

 

 

*DOXOLOGY 

 

 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION   

Leader: The bounty of summer is upon us. God’s table is filled with a feast beyond our wildest dreams. We 

are grateful to be God’s welcome guest. May the gifts we give during this offering bless others as we have 

been blessed. Amen. 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

*CLOSING HYMN #307 (GG)   "God Of Grace And God Of Glory"  
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* CHARGE AND BENEDICTION …………………………………………..…..…………  Rev. Farmer 

As we leave this sacred space, may God the Creator who formed us, the Redeemer who restores us, and the 

Sustainer who empowers us accompany us on our journey. May we go forth as vessels of blessing, sharing 

grace, love, and service with others. 

 

“May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with 

us all. Amen.” (2 Corinthians 13:14) 

 

 

  POSTLUDE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
About the Matthew 25 mark 

The circular shape represents unity and equality. Like God, a circle has no beginning and no end, and it 
symbolizes our continuing effort to help one another. The shape also suggests a globe that points to our 

engagement with the world. 
 

The three interlocking figures represent the equality of all people without gender or race bias. They have 
their arms around each other, symbolizing friendship, protection and service. The number three suggests 
the three focus areas of congregational vitality, structural racism and systematic poverty, as well as the 

Trinity. 
 

The color palette is bright, lively, friendly and energetic — suggestive of our active commitment. 
Finally, the legend “Matthew 25” below the symbol is the literal identification of the mark. We use a 

handwritten font to make the point that active engagement in the world requires human effort. 
 
 

 

 

 



 
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

WORSHIP with FIRST PRESBYTERIAN  

We will be worshipping with First Presbyterian Church  TBA. Be sure to tune in to their TV ministry on 

channel 64.  

 

TEN CENTS A MEAL - We Can Make a Huge Difference when ALL participate. Using the same 

passage Two and Five Cents-a-Meal has been used since 1982. Please consider a gift to Ten Cents-a-

Meal every 1st Sunday. 

 

PW BIBLE STUDY– PW Bible study will resume Saturday, September 21, 2024 @ 11:00 am 

 

PW WOMEN - will be collecting personal hygiene items for Sister to Sister for women (deodorant, soap 

toothpaste, toothbrush, feminine products, lotion), The collection of toiletries will continue throughout the 

year (December). 
 

NOURISH UP  5TH Fridays @ First Presbyterian, the next date will be August 30, 2024 

     
CLEANSING WATERS SHOWER MINISTRY  -  1st & 3rd Sundays from 9:00 am - 10:30 am  
 

BT EXPRESS (Alcohol/Narcotics Program) - Mondays  & Wednesdays at 7:00 pm 
 

BIBLE STUDY – (Hybrid) - Bible Study will resume September 4, 2024 

SUMMER 2024 ( HOME BIBLE STUDY) – The writing should highlight what your Psalm of 

choice has shared with your spirit. It is the hope of Rev. Farmer at the end of the summer, we all 

can come together and share our writings over fellowship and a meal. 

Over the next  month write a: 

• Poem 

• Explanation 

• Words of encouragement 

 

FIRST UNITED’S TRIUMPHANT TEENS – Bible Study Starting today April 7, 2024 

Sunday Mornings @ 9:45 am Classroom #201 Ages: 13-18  (snacks provided) 

****For more information, please contact the church office**** 

 

HABITAT Fall 2024 Kick-off – Saturday, September 7, 2024 @ 11:30 am 

First United site sponsorship day is September 7, 2024 after the dedication in the afternoon. 

 

YOUR VOICE, YOUR VOTE 

Your Voice, Your Vote. All please know these are critical times. Now is the time to do your homework 

on those running for office. Know what their platforms are about. Be concerned not just for your future but 

our future. Ensure that not only you are registered to vote but those around you. Don't wait until the last 

minute.  Get registered now. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 



 

 

 

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT  

Church family,  

Our partner school, First Ward Elementary, Creative Arts Academy is preparing for the opening of the 2024 - 

2025 academic year.  Both principal, Dr. Selestine Young, and assistant principal, Mrs. Kimberly Roberts 

have reached out to us to help support the teachers and staff during the teacher preparation period 

on August 22nd.  Our target this year is $1,000.  A gift of at least $35.00 is appreciated.  Any additional funds 

collected in excess of our target will be used for Christian education purposes within the congregation.   

Thank you for your continued prayers and support for this partnership. 

 



 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN  
 

Hello First United Family, 

 

Your monthly support for the Capital Campaign means so much. 
 

Your Capital Campaign Pledge is your financial commitment to our 

3-year funding drive to raise needed capital for major repairs and 

possible future renovations.  

 

The roofs on the Sanctuary and the Education Building have been 

completed and paid for, but to continue to give our church new life 

and remain a part of the up-town landscape, your support is vital  and 

needed more than ever. 

 

ARE YOU COMMITTED TO DOING YOUR PART? 

 

ARE YOUR PLEDGES UP TO DATE? 

 

Thank you so much for those of you who continue  to support this 

church , have faith and hope by paying your pledges to help move 

forward  with the Lord’s  work  on the corner of  

7
th
 and College Streets 

 

“He who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the 

day of Christ Jesus”. [Philippians 1:6] 

 

Yours in Christ, 

The Capital Campaign Leadership Team 

 
 

 

 



 
 

 

7 Marks of  Congregational Vitality 

 

1. A commitment to forming disciples over every member’s lifetime. This leads first to personal 

transformation, as people put on the heart of Christ, and then to 

social transformation, as people joyfully go forth into the 

community and tackle the issues facing today’s culture. 

2. Embracing the call to evangelism. We show forth the love of Christ 

by our actions and our lives even more than by our words. Our 

relationships are genuine and caring. People know we are 

Christians by our love. 

3. An outward focus. Our church is not a place to escape from the 

world, but rather our gateway to our community where we may be 

the hands, feet, heart and mouth of Jesus Christ for people who are suffering or marginalized. 

4. Empowering every member to discover their individual calling and the gifts God has given 

them so they can go forth and serve. 

5. Spirit-inspired worship that challenges, teaches, transforms, convicts and energizes us so 

when we are sent out, we have experienced the wonder of God and are changed for the better 

from when we arrived. 

6. Caring relationships modeled on God’s love. We open our doors and hearts to all people, and 

we build relationships modeled on God’s love, which leads to genuine reconciliation and 

peace. 

7. Congregations with healthy systems. Our mission focuses are clear. There is fiscal 

responsibility and accountability. We have thoughtful decision-making structures. Our 

leaders and staff enjoy a sustainable balance of work/rest time.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Participating in Worship – August 11, 2024 

 

Liturgist: Elder Debra Givens 

Offering: Deacons Helen Hairston and Valerie Tutt 

Greeting: Sharon Kelley 

Ushering: Barbara Hartsell and Selene Burris 

 

 SICK AND SHUT-INS  

AT HOME 
Mrs. Louise Ezell …………………....………..……... 1850 Magwood Dr. #212, Charleston SC  29414 

Dr. Sandra Govan …………………………………………..  6508 Wickville Dr., Charlotte, NC 28215 

            Ms. Jonette Harper ……………………………………………… 5925 Sierra Dr. Charlotte, NC 28216 

 Mrs. Selene Burris …………………………………………… 805 Cross Trail Dr. Charlotte, NC 28204 

            

SKILLED NURSING FACILITIES , HOSPITALS & SENIOR LIVING 

Dr. Mildred Y. Mosley ………...……………...………………..…WALTONWOOD AT COTSWOLD 

                                                                             5215 Randolph Rd Apt 2018, Charlotte, NC 28211-5164 
 

Mrs. Margaret Freeman ……………………………………… BROOKDALE SOUTH CHARLOTTE 
            5515 Rea Road Apartment #111B, Charlotte, NC 28226 
 

Ms. Constance Sims ……………………………………….…… ALDERSGATE (ASBURY REHAB) 
                 3800 Shamrock Dr. Room#206, Charlotte, NC 28205 

                   

***********************************************************************  

PRAYER LIST Email: prayer@fupcc.org 

Barbara Cannon  Caryle Blakeney-Bennett  Abby Flanders  

Shepard Foley  Ms. Jane Reid  Connie Patton  Mrs. Yvonne Thomas 

 ************************************************************************ 

Loving God, we are grateful for the world into which Christ sends us.  Its beauty and grandeur inspire us; its 

hunger and poverty challenge us to service and sacrifice.  Make us sensitive to the cries of the needy, and 

resourceful in ways to serve them, for the sake of him who has redeemed us by his blood.  Amen.. 

 

SERMON NOTES  

Scripture: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


