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Ser Portecoss (Prgper 25)

*Congregation Stands/rise in spirit

PRELUDE

Prelude in C Major — David Johnson
A Mighty Fortress — arr. Diane Bish

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

*INTROIT #328 (AA)

-..withouwt ceasing they sing. "

""Holy, Holy"" (verses 1,2 & 3 only)

THE TRINITY

HoLy, HoLy 328

Holy, holy, holy, the Lord God the Almighry, who was and is and is to come.”™
Revelation 4:8
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* CALL TO WORSHIP

LEADER: Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all ye lands.

ALL: Serve the Lord with gladness: come before His presence with singing.

LEADER: Know ye that the Lord He is God.

ALL: Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise!

LEADER: Give thanks to him; bless his name!

ALL: For the Lord is good; his steadfast love endures forever, and his faithfulness to all generations.

*OPENING HYMN #160 (AA) "The Lord Is My Light"
GOD OUR FATHER HIS CONSTANT FAITHFULNESS

160 THE LORD Is MY LIGHT

The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear?

Psalm 27:1
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HIS COMNSTANT FAITHFULNESS COD OUR FATHER

Verse 2
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*PRAYER OF PRAISE AND ADORATION (unison)

Heavenly Father, on this Lord’s Day, we lift our voices in praise. We recognize that we serve a God who
is good and gracious. For all the years You have kept us, we give You thanks. We purpose to praise Your
name today, as we remember and reflect on this great journey. For our forefathers and the rich heritage
we have, we give You honor and praise. We are humbled as we reflect, knowing every good and perfect
gift comes from above. For the Lord is a great God, and worthy of all praise. In Jesus' Name, Amen.

CALL TO CONFESSION

Leader: If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins,
he who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)

Almighty and most merciful Father, we have erred and strayed from your ways like lost sheep. We have
followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts. We have offended against your holy laws.
We have left undone those things which we ought to have done; and we have done those things which
we ought not to have done. But you, O Lord, have mercy upon us. Spare those who confess their faults.
Restore those who are penitent, according to your promises declared to humankind in Christ Jesus our
Lord. And grant, O merciful Father, for his sake, that we may live a holy, just, and humble life to the
glory of your holy name. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

Leader: The Lord redeems the life of his servants; none of those who take refuge in him will be condemned.”
Know that you are forgiven and be at peace. Amen.

*GLORIA PATRI

INTRODUCTION OF SPEAKER ... i Elder Olanda Carr
SPECIAL SELECTION Johnson C. Smith Choir - "My Hope Is Built™ by Timothy Wright
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION ...ttt eveeneeeenn Rev. Jerrod B. Lowry

Your word is a lamp to our feet and a light to our path. As we hear your word today, enlighten our hearts and
minds, O Lord, that we may understand your will for our lives and walk in your ways.

SCRIPTURE READINGS ...ttt Rev. Jerrod B. Lowry

OLD TESTAMENT
NEW TESTAMENT

SERMON L.ttt eereee e eeeeaesseaee s ssee s e eeanssseaesssennnnanns Rev. Jerrod B. Lowry




INVITATIONAL HYMN #105 (AA) "Bless The Lord"
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&= INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP/PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE/ THE LORD’S PRAYER &-&-

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (Philippians 2:5-11)

5In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus: ® Who, being in very
naturel@ God, did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage; ’ rather,
he made himself nothing by taking the very naturel® of a servant, being made in human likeness. & And
being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death— even death
on a cross! ° Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every
name, 1% that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
1and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

CALL FOR THE OFFERING

Leader: As we continue in our time of worship, let us give thanks for the opportunity to give. Remember
friends we serve a God of great provision. We give today with a heart of freedom, believing that God’s ministry
will continue within this local community and beyond. We know that God loves a cheerful giver. *"You may
give online @ fupcc.org, mail your gifts to the church office, 406 N. College Street, 28202, or leave with the
officers at the back of the sanctuary as you exit. Remember, all we have, and all we are, belong to God. Let
us give with a cheerful heart. Amen

OFFERING

OFFERTORY SELECTION Johnon C. Smith Choir ""Run This Race " by Angela Monae

*DOXOLOGY

PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Leader: Honor the Lord with your substance and with the first fruits of all your produce; then your barns will
be filled with plenty, and your vats will be bursting with wine. All: Gracious God, we dedicate these gifts to
you. May they be used to further your kingdom and bring glory to your name. Amen.

*CLOSING SELECTION FUPCC Choir -""Be Blessed™ by Bishop Paul S. Morton

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION....ccttuiiiiiiiiirinriinenrenneeennnes Rev. Jerrod B. Lowry
The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face to shine upon you, and be gracious to you; the Lord
lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace. Amen.

POSTLUDE



https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians%202%3A5-11&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29398a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians%202%3A5-11&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29399b
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

TEN CENTS A MEAL - We Can Make a Huge Difference when ALL participate. Using the same
passage Two and Five Cents-a-Meal has been used since 1982. Please consider a gift to Ten Cents-a-
Meal every 1 Sunday.

PW BIBLE STUDY- PW Bible study — Saturday, December 21, 2024 @ 11:00 am
LET JUSTICE ROLL DOWN/God’s Call to Care for Neighbors & All Creation: Lesson 4 —\Water Justice
Meeting ID: 819 3012 7450 e Passcode: 129126 ¢ Call in: 1309 205 3325 US

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN - PW Women will be collecting personal hygiene items for Sister to Sister for
women (deodorant, soap toothpaste, toothbrush, feminine products, lotion), The collection of toiletries will
continue throughout the year (December).

BIBLE STUDY — (Hybrid) - Bible Study every Wednesday night at 6:30 pm
Join Zoom Meeting Meeting ID: 874 8560 5940 Passcode: 413228
https://usO2web.zoom.us/j/874856059407pwd=1W9aATIXSS40qG90shNj5hr8jYK7cB.1
One tap mobile, + 1-301- 715-8592, follow the prompts: then give meeting

FIRST UNITED’S TRIUMPHANT TEENS - Bible Study 2"! & 4™ Sunday’s of each Month
Sunday Mornings @ 9:45 am Classroom #201 Ages: 13-18 (snhacks provided)

NOURISH UP 5™ Fridays @ First Presbyterian, the next date will be November 29, 2024
CLEANSING WATERS SHOWER MINISTRY - 1st & 3rd Sundays from 9:00 am - 10:30 am

BT EXPRESS (Alcohol/Narcotics Program) - Mondays & Wednesdays at 7:00 pm

R oY) ARY) ARY oY ARY RY ARY ARY R R RY R RY) RY) RY) RY) AR AR AR AR AR ARY) ARY) ARY) ARY oY ARY oY RY RY RY R
A Biographical Sketch of Rev. Jerrod B. Lowry

Jerrod (pronounced “Jer-odd™) serves as the General Presbyter/Stated
Clerk for the Presbytery of Coastal Carolina. Prior to accepting this call
in October of 2018, he served as the pastor of Community of Grace
PC(USA) in Sandy, Utah for 8 years. He was first ordained in 2006 as

a tentmaker in the Presbytery of New Hope. As a tentmaker he
served as pastor to St. Paul PC in Louisburg, NC and Associate for
Specialized Ministries for the Presbytery of New Hope. Jerrod is a
proud graduate of Johnson C. Smith Theological Seminary
(formerly a constituent seminary of the Interdenominational
Theological Center of Atlanta, GA) and served on the Board of
Trustees. Jerrod loves football, has developed a tolerance for
running, and enjoys “playing at golf”. Regrettably he is a life-long fan
of all professional Cleveland sports teams. Above all Jerrod is
passionate about “equipping saints for the work of ministry” and has
enjoyed studying St. Ignatius’ Examen as a prayer practice and tool for

discernment. Jerrod loves to explore, is willing to try, and is not afraid to fail at any attempt to
share the good news of the Gospel. Jerrod was married to his college sweetheart, Molly (a
Carolina girl), for 19 years. Together they have three kids - Kerryn (20), Kaleb (18), Kendle (15).
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 FIRSTUNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
HISTORY ABSTRACT

First United Presbyterian Church (FUPC) resulted from the merger of Seventh Street Presbyterian
Church and Brooklyn Presbyterian Church. The former was in the First Ward section of Charlotte and the
latter in the Second Ward, or Brooklyn section.

Its origin dates back to pre-Civil War when about 30 of its forbearers worshipped in the balcony of First
Presbyterian Church (FPC), which is still located on West Trade Street in Charlotte. After the Civil War, the
worship situation created some racial tensions. The minister sought to remedy it by providing separate
services in the basement for Negroes. But the unrest persisted. Mrs. Catherine Hayes, one of the

dissatisfied worshippers and ex-slaves led a movement to sever the relationship with FPC. She challenged
her fellow worshippers to “Come down out of the gallery to the ground floor....” Her efforts coincided with
a movement by the Northern Presbyterian Church to send missionaries down south to assist in the
education, evangelization and Christianization of recently emancipated slaves. Mrs. Hayes’ dreams were
realized when Reverend Samuel C. Alexander of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania assisted in their endeavors by
purchasing land on the corners of Davidson and Third Streets in his name and later transferring it to the
Negroes, who could not purchase property themselves. With property in hand, The Colored Presbyterian
Church of Charlotte was established in 1866. In addition to founding this church, Rev. Alexander also
accepted a gift of land in the western part of the city and purchased a Confederate Navy Building to set up a
school for newly emancipated slaves. That school was called The Henry J. Biddle Memorial Institute, now
known as Johnson C. Smith University.

In 1869, the newly formed congregation purchased a wooden Lutheran Church at the corner of Seventh and
College Streets, downtown, or First Ward section, of Charlotte. The membership grew from 30 to 125
people. In 1895, the Catawba Presbytery approved the change of the church’s name to Seventh Street
Presbyterian Church of Charlotte. In the meantime, construction had begun on a new building in 1894.
That building, or the current sanctuary, was completed in 1896. This was the first half of the merged First
United Presbyterian Church.

The second half of the merged First United began in 1911 when a petition was presented to the Presbytery
to organize a church in the Second Ward section of Charlotte. Permission was granted and a church was
organized on April 30, 1911, with 17 members. It was named Brooklyn Presbyterian Church. Due to the
city’s urban renewal program in the Brooklyn area of Charlotte in the 1960’s, the church had to consider
the options of relocating or extinction. Because it shared concerns with Seventh Street Presbyterian
Church a Merger Committee was assembled to study the situation and to plan for the unification of the
churches.

In 1967, a merger resulted that combined the memberships of Seventh Street Presbyterian Church and
Brooklyn Presbyterian Church. The newly formed was called First United Presbyterian Church.
Reverend Ezra J. Moore, who previously pastored at Brooklyn, became the church’s first pastor. He served
from 1967 to 1975. Reverend Dr. Raymond Worsley assumed pastorate on November 1, 1977, and retired
in December 1991.

In 1994, the congregation approved the selection of Reverend Dr. Gregory Marc Busby, Sr., who remained
pastor until his resignation in December 2011.

Following Reverend Busby’s departure, the Charlotte Presbytery’s Committee on Ministry (COM) appointed
Reverend Reginald Tuggle to serve as Moderator of the Session.

Rev. Lorenzo R. Small, Sr. assumed pastorate September 2017 and served to March 2023.

Reverend Delton H. Farmer is currently serving as Pastor.

.




First United Presbyterian Church

NTERCESSORY

The last Saturday of each Month @ 8:30 a.m.
/ (In the Library)

Liaturgical Dance Workshop

DATE: February 15, 2025
TIME: 10:00 am
LOCATION: The Education Building

DANCE MENISTRY
f’ d %& L QN ';\’l*:.,__,, - A ‘%W'/ ! e % ;.,‘;;3 | A k i

With a dance ministry during service on
Sunday., February 16, 202S.

This ministry is OPEN to any adult, yvouth and gender
regardless of age. If interested., please contact:

Ellen Smith at 704-516-4748.

“Iet them praise His name with
dancing and make music to Him with
tremble and harp”
Psalrm 149-3
- a VPo




/ Marks of Congregational Vitality

. A commitment to forming disciples over every member’s lifetime. This leads first to personal
transformation, as people put on the heart of Christ, and then to social transformation, as
people joyfully go forth into the community and tackle the issues
facing today’s culture.

. Embracing the call to evangelism. We show forth the love of Christ
by our actions and our lives even more than by our words. Our
relationships are genuine and caring. People know we are
Christians by our love.

. An outward focus. Our church is not a place to escape from the
world, but rather our gateway to our community where we may be
the hands, feet, heart and mouth of Jesus Christ for people who are
suffering or marginalized.

. Empowering every member to discover their individual calling and the gifts God has given
them so they can go forth and serve.

. Spirit-inspired worship that challenges, teaches, transforms, convicts and energizes us so
when we are sent out, we have experienced the wonder of God and are changed for the better
from when we arrived.

. Caring relationships modeled on God’s love. We open our doors and hearts to all people, and
we build relationships modeled on God’s love, which leads to genuine reconciliation and
peace.

. Congregations with healthy systems. Our mission focuses are clear. There is fiscal
responsibility and accountability. We have thoughtful decision-making structures. Our
leaders and staff enjoy a sustainable balance of work/rest time.




History of our Partnership
FIRST PRESEYTERIAM + SUNCOUMNSELING AMND WELLME 55
The Opening Doors campaign identified mental health as an

outreach prionty after Charlotte’s Opportunity Task Force
included access to mental bealthcars as a major factor
in sociceconomic mobility amd flcurishing.  First
Prasbyteran Church recognized bamiers to quality,
scoessible mental health counssling within the
uptown commurity foost, location] and s=t out
1o partner with excellent therpists to provide
cane in uptown.

COMDA19  urdemcored  the  widespread
nead, not only for direct s=rvices for people

of all imcome lkevels, but alo for mone
opportunities o destigmatize education
about mental health and wellness.

After recefving proposals from mary potential
partners, Sun Counssling was identified 2

the church's dinical partrer for this project.
Frst Presbyberian walues Sun Courssling’s
prowen excellenos n clinical practics, as well as
their commitment to compassicnate, =ngaging
education about mental health concerres that are
familiar to mary ofus.

The Cp=rirng Doors Capital Campaign willfund income-
based scholarships for dients sesing the therapists at the

First Presbgterian location. FPC will also provide twe offices in

the Fresco Lobby during business hours.

Sun Counsding wil proside educational opportunities
throughout the year for the congregation and commurnity of First

Presbyterian Church.

OQARS

About Sun Counseling and Wellness

Sun Courssling and Welness is made up of a corsortium of
providers that have many years of experience working with
irdividuals, couples, families, and groups. ¥We are passiorate
about helping clients achieve a balanced and fulfilling lifeand
treating the WHOLE person. We use modern and evidence-
based therapeutic techniques and are indiidusized and
creative in our work with clients. Some of our specialty
aress include frauma, grief,
eating  disorders, arwiety,
depression, o ety
body image, life tmnsitions,
inbegrative wellness, yoga,
acupunctuns, and morne.

& WELL EEE

VALUES

Authenticity, Creativity, Compassion, Education, Serdce,
Showing up. This spells ACCESS. By definition, acoess is *a
mears of approaching or ertering a place and the ahility,
right, or permission to approach, enter, speak with, or us="
Ciur hopee is for everyperson to find permissionto bend to ther
welness and to have the opportunity to do sa.

These are approachable, safe, incusive, nonjudgmertal
courseling relatiorships to fit your reeds. |t is our privilege
o work with clierts and we are on 8 mission to destigmatize,
elevate the comersation, and normalize dislegue arcund
mental heath, We want people o feel proud to =2y “Yep, Igo
totherspyl

Scheduling an Appointment

Sun Courssling and 'Wellress wil handle al scheduing for
appaointments in the First Presbytenan courseling center. The
remw dient fiorm can be socesped ontheir website:

SUrK lingandwe bness.com/new-clents

‘fou do not need a refemral from a First Presbytedan minister to
miske an appoirtment.

More Info at Arstpres-charotbe.on

nsell ng-center

o _: bl ok

About the Scholarships

Thee coest of thempy can be & barier to many. Sun Couresling
therapists will work directly with individual clienks to identify
the appropriate e for services rendened, using the ncome-
basad charts provided below.

If you think you qualify far a reduced rate, please fill out the

fom at fpc fimyussohalorship or spesk directty with your
therapist during or pricr to your firt s=ssion,

Fe el bt gusvelized with FEWER o four dapanciacts:

YOUR INCOME SESSION COST

Upte 315,000 $10/415
$15,000- 30,000 $25/ %35
§30,000-40,000 $50/ 575
$40,001-50,000 $75 / $100
§50,001-55,000 $00/ $150
§55,001-60,000 $125/ 5165

$60,001 + $150* f §200°

P ekl et e gusvelisna with MORE thap four depandants:

YOUR INCOME SESSION COST

Upta $20,000 10/ %15
$20,001-$40,000 $25/%535
$40,001-50,000 §50 /475
$50,001-60,000 $75 7/ $100
§60,001465,000 $00/ 135
£65,001-70,000 $125/ 5165

$70,007+ $150* / $200*

) fox e semioes i o prosesienealy sl harcypisd
* Fllrat b 5 175 hor & G0-miraste intabe /51 50 fcr
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¥
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Sun Counseling
and Wellness

AT FIRST PRESBEYTERIAN CHURCH




Participating in Worship — November 17, 2024

Liturgist: Elder Sharon Kelley
Offering: Deacon Helen Hairston and Elder Gail Walker
Greeting: Elder Debra Givens
Ushering: Jaron Givens, Michelle Delaney and Thulder Carelock
Guest Organist : Dr. Pam Dennis

& SICK AND SHUT-INS &

AT HOME

Mrs. Louise Ezell ... 1850 Magwood Dr. #212, Charleston SC 29414
Dr.Sandra Govan .........c.ovuiiiiiii i 6508 Wickville Dr., Charlotte, NC 28215
Ms. Jonette Harper ..o e 5925 Sierra Dr. Charlotte, NC 28216
Mrs. Selene BUITIS ... 805 Cross Trail Dr. Charlotte, NC 28204
MS. CoNStanNCe SIMS ....o.ueii e 2301 Ludlow Dr., Charlotte, NC 28216

SKILLED NURSING FACILITIES , HOSPITALS & SENIOR LIVING
Dr. Mildred Y. MOSIEY ........ooiiiiiiiie e WALTONWOOD AT COTSWOLD
5215 Randolph Rd Apt 2018, Charlotte, NC 28211-5164

Mrs. Margaret Freeman ............cooooiiiiiiiiiiiiieieeas BROOKDALE SOUTH CHARLOTTE
5515 Rea Road Apartment #111B, Charlotte, NC 28226
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PRAYER LIST Email: prayer@fupcc.org
Barbara Cannon ¢8 Caryle Blakeney-Bennett ¢8 Abby Flanders

Shepard Foley 8 Ms. Jane Reid ¢8 Connie Patton <8 Mrs. Yvonne Thomas
*hkAhkkhkhkkhkkhkkkhhkkkhkhkkhkkhkihhkhkkhhkhkhkhkkhkhkhhkihkhkhkhkihkhkihkhhkihkihkhkihkhkihihhkkihkhkihkkhkikkkiihkihkhikhkkiiikikiikikkh

God of us all, sometimes the task seems impossible. Peace in our world sounds like a good idea but it
h doesn’t seem like it could ever happen. Encourage us when we feel we re trying to accomplish the
impossible. Show us where our efforts make a difference. Give us strength and courage to never give up.

%
Make us your peacemakers. Amen

SERMON NOTES

Scripture:




